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school out for a walk can fail to see that he, perhaps
more than Mill, was fired by Liberty rather than by
enthusiasm for women as opposed to men. I do
not propose to deal at any length either with the
differences between men and women or with the
history of their treatment by men. Such points
have been very well dealt with by my friend Mr
McCabe in his Religion of Woman and by Mr Have-
lock Ellis in his Man and Woman. Certain things,
however, are not sufficiently remembered in these
days ; for instance, that women were in some ways
better off in primitive society when they were
supreme in their own department. In primitive
society, the conditions of which have tended to
revive since the war, the men fight and the women
work. Women supply all food, and in the Middle
Ages took a genial interest in producing ale and
other pleasant liquors. There is in simpler societies
a clear division of labour which of itself gives the
woman certain power because she is not interfered
with. These conditions to a certain extent pre-
vailed even up to the end of the eighteenth century
in this country.

It also ought to be better recognised that women
gained nothing from Christianity but a possibly
superior sex attraction by reason of their being
made more or less contraband, and by the invention
of a new kind of chastity which titillated the jaded
appetites of the Pagan world. In ancient Rome
they had quite clearly recognised rights of property
and a considerable amount of political power. They
had a Meeting House of their own on the Quirinal
for the discussion of their public affairs; in the